Congress of the United States
MWashington, DC 20515

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
H-232 U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan,

We write to you again to strongly urge you to bring before the U.S. House of Representatives an
Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF) related to U.S. military involvement in Iraq, Syria
and elsewhere against the Islamic State. We ask that you schedule the debate and vote on an AUMF
resolution in January when the 114™ Congress reconvenes in 2016.

As you are aware, U.S. involvement in Iraq and Syria continues to escalate. In both countries,
U.S. special operations forces are engaged in front-line operations. Last month a bipartisan group of 35
Members of the House, representing a broad ideological spectrum, called on you to schedule such a
debate as soon as possible. As that letter stated: “We do believe the Congress can no longer ask our brave
service men and women to continue to serve in harm’s way while we fail in carrying out our
constitutional responsibility in the area of war and peace.” We are attaching a copy of that letter for your
convenience and review. In subsequent media reports, we were deeply disappointed to read that you do
not believe that the 114™ Congress needs to act on a new AUMF to wage war against the Islamic State,
but rather that the 14-year-old and 13-year-old AUMFs approved by the 107" Congress under starkly
different circumstances provide the president with all the authority he requires.

We firmly believe that among the most important duties of Congress is that of debating and
voting on whether to send U.S. armed forces into battle. On this matter, the Constitution is crystal clear:
it is the duty of Congress to authorize such engagement. We believe that it violates our oath of office to
continue to ignore this urgent and serious matter.

Ten months ago, the president sent a draft AUMF to Congress for consideration and last Sunday
he called, once again, on Congress to approve a new AUMF. It is now the role of the Speaker to direct the
committee of jurisdiction to approve the Administration’s draft, or to amend it, or to draft a new version
of the AUMF and to schedule that resolution for consideration and a vote by the full House as
expeditiously as possible,

Once again, we strongly urge you to bring an AUMF before the House in J anuary 2016 so that
the House may debate and vote on authorizing U.S. military operations in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere
against the Islamic State. We look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,
alfox ﬂéﬁ
JameP. McGdvern Walter B. Jon
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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